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An impromptu meeting of the Union men of 
this section was held at Jones’ Hall, Thursday 
evening, Sept. 8th, upon the receipt of the news 
of the nomination of Hon. R. E. Fznwron for 
Governor of this State, by the Union State Con- 
vention, to ratify that nomination and to give to 
Mr. Fenron a serenade and offer him their con- 
gratulations. 

About 8 o’clock the crowd proceeded to the 
residence of Mr. Fenton on the south side of 
the river. They were preceded by a band of 
“music, and carried many flags, transparencies, 


&e,. the most noticeable of the trans- 
patencin wore tor bearing. the mottoes: 
“Trxconn & Jonnson—for’ the war.” “Col. 
‘Fenron—the soldiers’ friend.” ‘Our State—it 
shall be redeemed.” ‘‘ Our soldiers—they shall 


speak at the polls.” ‘“‘Frenron & Atvorp.” The 
abundance of American flags in the procession 


* was the subject of general remark. 


The speeches of both Mr. Funton and of Hon. 
Auex, SHELDON, who.was selected to act as vox 
populi, are of more than ordinary interest, and 
wopehien them in full. crit 

ol. Fenton was greeted by Mr. SHELDON as 
follows : “ 

Cotonen : —Your neighbors greet you to-night 
-and congratulate you on your nomination. We 
approve the action of the convention; any other 
> ee would have been a disappointment. For 

@ many years you have been our Representa- 
tive, we know with what unceasing industry you 
have attended to the individual wants of your 
constituents, and upon the public questions of 
the day, in no instance, as such representative, 
has your voice given an uncertain sound. Your 
necessary withdrawal from Congress will be to 
us a loss, and we are only satisfied in believing 
that the loss of the district will be the gain of 
the state. We trust this loss will be more than 
repaid in the better opportunity it gives you to 
stay up the arm of the general Government, 


Colonel, you are to be elected! New York 
seldom repeats mistakes. The soldier in the 
field will vote for you, for you have been his 
friend; the people at home will vote for you, 
for you have been true to them. 

The higher position to which you are about to 
be called, is burdened with no ordinary respon- 
sibility, Its daily duties will demand the.most 
earnest watchfulness from you in these our criti- 
cal times. Within yonr term, in all human 
probability, will be reached the turning point of 
the Republic. Within that time it will be deter- 
mined whether it is to crumble or to move forth 
with renewed vigor and a new life. 

You, perhaps, require no warning voice from 
friends as to what your official action should be. 
but from your personal character, as we know 
it, and from your public record as you haye 
made it, we have a right to expect, we do expect, 
that for the next two years fraud and venality, 
which the peculiar condition of the times seems 
to foster, will find no countenance in the execu- 
tive chamber of the Empire State. We expect 
that the first appearance of anarchy and resist- 
ance to laws, whether in city or country, will be 
by you most fearlessly and effectively met. We 
expect that during your term no loyal man will 
tremble, fearing a conflict is being provoked 
between the national and state authorities. We 
expect that your action will be such that no per- 
sons in arms against the Government will watch 
you and indulge a hope that your conduct may 
make capital for their cause. 

We are constrained to say these things feeling 
that in the mighty struggle which has attracted 
the eyes of nations, New York has not at all 
times seemed to occupy her true position. We 
expect you to be jealous of state rights and in- 
dividual liberty, but we believe you can appre- 
ciate that while there is a state to guard, there 
is also a nation to save. 

My dear Sir, if at the close of your term your 
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official labors should for a while cease, we hope 
to welcome you back among us under brighter 
auspices; in sunshine instead of cloud and 
storm; with peace, prosperity, and @ more en- 
larged liberty throughout an entire, unbroken 
Union. + 

After a long continued applause for that old 
war-horse of Unionism, Hon. ALex. SHELDON, 
by the hearers, Mr. Fenton replied as follows: 


Ferniow Crrizens :—It would be affectation in 
me to deny that I feel a sense of pride and 
gratitude, at your call to-night, Standing 
here almost within sight of the place of my 
birth, surrounded by those who have known 
me for years—many even from early youth, 
the greeting of my Fellow Citizens upon any 
occasion, and under any circumstances, would 
awaken the most lively emotions. But your 
coming here to-night is not to be viewed in the 
light of a compliment to me; it has more 
than personal significance. Your speaker has 
well said, and eloquently, that it has reference 
to the part I have acted in public life during | 
the past few eventful years, and more espe- 
cially to the action of the Union State Can- 
vention, which has just closed its session at the 
City of Syracuse. The result was not altogether 
unexpected to me, and yet had it been different, 
I should not have been disappointed and, per- 
haps, felt little regret. Usaid to some of the 
delegates from this Congressional district, and 
to friends in different parts of the State, that the 
selection of a candidate for the office of Gover- 
nor, whose nomination would give the greatest 
assurance of success, whether from New York 
city, Aibany or St. Lawrence was not only 
their high privilege, but a solemn duty; that 
they should not regard for a moment any real 
or supposed ambition of my own; ata period 
when constitutional liberty was in peril, and 
the great test to free institutions was about to 
We applied—a popular election midst civil com- 

sotion, the person should be named to head 

Union State ticket, whose nomination would 
give the greatest hope of unity, security and 
triumph, and were he some other than myself, 
I should heartily concur in the selection. 

I am, however, profoundly sensible of the 
honor conferred, and, if elected to that distin- 
guished and responsible position, will, with 
whatever abilities I possess, faithfully discharge 
every duty to the State, to the General Govern- 
ment, and to the people of the State as citizens 
thereof, and as a part of the common brother- 
hood whose interests and welfare are insepar- 
able from, and common to the people of the 
whole Union. ‘ 

We are indeed upon the theatre of great events 
—events which have no parallel in the world’s 
history, and which have caused the nation to 
spring to arms—events upon whose issue de- 
pends the destiny of the people and the institu- 
tions of the country. In reviewing the period 
from the time I first entered Congress to the 
breaking out of the rebellion, I clearly see, what 
is now generally understood, that the leaders of 
the revolt contemplated for long years the de- 
struction of the Constitution and the creation of 
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a Southern Confederacy uponits ruins, For the 
purpose of fostering, extending and perpetuat- 
ing slavery, they systematically, for more than a 
quarter of a century, misrepresented the opin- 
ions of the people of the North, thus to preju- 
dice and inflame the Southern mind and prepare 
it for the bloody tradgedy which has followed, 
At last, having possession of the administration 
of government, they scattered your army and 
navy, took hostile possession of the government 
property in the.Southern States, and commenced 
war. 4 

And I ask, was there any good cause, or even 
plausible pretext for this? The same Govern- 
ment which brought peace and prosperity to us, 
had extended it equally to them. The same 
Government which had carried its empire to the 
western sea, and had spread its glory through- 
out the earth, until it was respected for its power, 
and honored for its justice by every people, and 
in every clime, was the same to them as to us. 
No immanity or privilege had been violated or 
invaded, and no party or power in the land 
menaced even the poorest or the weakest of their 
rights enjoyed under the Constitution, On the 
contrary the North had yielded to their demands, 
and submitted to the administration of the Gov- 
ernment of more than two-thirds of the period 
since its formation, by men controlled by the 
South and in their interest. 

You, the loyal people of the Republic, spring 
to arms, but not to subjugate, or pursue with 
retributive penalty the plotters of treason, who 
had at last raised the black flag of rebellion. 
Yours was a war of defense, in support of the 
Government, to defend the Constitution and to 
vindicate the insulted and dishonored flag. You 
went to war to preserve the privileges which our 
fore-fathers consecrated upon the battlefields of 
the Revolutionary struggle, and the principles of 
that period, which, men who had not as much 
at stake as we have, pledged their lives, their 
fortunes and their sacred honor to establish. 

I have to congratulate you, my friends, upon 
the success which has thus far attended our 
effort to suppress the rebellion and restore civil 
authority throughout the country. Would that 
the progress of our arms had brought less 
mourning to our people, and less desolation than- 
has been visited on portions of our beautiful 
land, but we cannot always choose the shape or 
time, in which Divine purposes will manifést 
themselves in the elevation and progress of men 
and nations. We have driven the rebels from 
locality to locality, and from state to state, until 
now penned and walled about with a cordon of 
Union armies, it is evident they must ere long 
lay down their arms, surrender or die. I con- 
gratulate you upon our recent brilliant achieve- 
ments upon sea and upon land, almost without 
a parallel in the annals of military history, and 
I further congratulate you upon the cheerful and 
firm patriotism of the people in again rallying 
at the call of the President to the standards of 
the heroic Grant, the brave and sucvessful Sher- 
man, and the invincible Farragut. Never since 
the first year of the war, have the people sprang 
to the contest with more patriotic promptness and 
unwearied purpose to strike again and again at 
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the monster crime now reeling to its destruction. 

I may also greet you, my friends, upon the 
healthy and prosperous condition of our finan- 
ces, and yet we meet a class of men, or party, 
which daily decry the financial policy and con- 
dition of the country, and predict bankruptcy 
and ruin. Let us examine a moment and see 
how a plain statement of facts will put this mis- 
representation to flight. The debt resting upon 
the people at the close of the war of 1812 could 
hardly have been less per capita than the in- 
debtedness of the present war at the close of 
this year, and yet this sum was wholly dis- 
charged within the first fifty years of our con- 
stitutional history, with scarcely any aid from 
internal taxation, now so successfully reduced 
to a system to aid us in raising funds for pre- 
sent exigencies and to finally pay off the debt. 
I suppose the present value of the real and 
personal estate in the loyal states to be not 
far from fifteen billions of dollars, and there 
are about twenty-four millions of inhabitants. 
According to the census of 1860, there were 
a little less than eleven billion dollars, real and 
personal estate, and you know that real estate 
is seldom estimated for such purposes at over 
two-thirds of its actual value, while personal 
property frequently escapes being reported at 
all, therefore I think it pretty safe to fix the 
sum as I have above stated. It will be seen then 
that this averages a little over $600—property 
to each person. Now suppose this rebellion to 
last until the fall of 1865 (and I hardly think it 
will continue actively for six months) and at the 
present rate of increase of national indebtedness 
in prosecuting the rebellion for its suppression, 
the amount would be 3,000 millions of dollars. 
The proportion of the debt to each individual 
in the loyal states would be $80.00 and the inte- 
rest on this sum annually at Government rates 
less than $5.00. With this simple and truthful 
analysis, it does not seem that we should be 
burdened beyond our ability to pay without 
great exactions upon our industry, to say no- 
thing of the large increase derived from duties 
on imports with which to pay the interest. 

The amount of interest on our public debt 
at present is not quite one hundred millions, 
and at the rate of custom duties received for 
the year ending Dec. 31st, 1863 (I have not 
seen the statement for 3lst March and 3lst 
of June present year), we have been able to 
pay the interest thus far from this source. 
Let me refer to the case of England at the 
close of the twenty years’ war in 1816. Her 
debt was over four thousand millions of dol- 
lars, and the population was nineteen millions, 
aod without any of the industrial and com- 
mercial advantages, which the recent develop- 
ment of railroads, canals and ocean steamers 
produce, she has not only carried this debt 
tor forty-eight years, but has steadily prosper- 
ed and now ranks first in wealth among the 
nations of the earth. Can it be possible that 
the loyal states of this Union (to say nothing 
of the whole country), with vastly the advantage 
in population, in wealth, in annual productions 
and in industrial resources, with a system of in- 
stitutions which admits of the largest scope of 
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action, and excites intense individual enterprise, 
that they cannot carry a debt three-fourths as 
large as that of Great Britain in 1816? We 
should not forget that our nation is yet in early 
youth, that our sources of wealth are hardly 
uncovered, that the vast mineral, pastoral and 
agricultural region lying between the Mississippi 
and the Pacific is comparatively undeveloped, 
and that with the establishment of constitutional 
authority upon the firm foundation of Humanity 
and Justice, we shall go forward in a career of 
prosperity and wealth, that no people have 
hitherto enjoyed, which will enable us in a short 
period to discharge our liabilities, 

But, fellow citizens, this same class of men, or 
a portion of them, say we must have peace— 
peace by armistice, by discontinuing the war on 
our part, We all want peace, such a peace as 
will give the greatest freedom and unity, power 
and harmony to our form of government, a peace 
that shall re-assert the common welfare, the tran- 
quility and the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
and posterity, as objects ordained and established 
by the Constitution. We want peace without 
dishonor. And here let me say, friends, that there 
has been no time since the war began, but that peace 
could have been secured by the simple and honor- 
able process of the rebels laying down their arms 
and returning to their homes, peaceful and law- 
abiding citizens under the Constitution and the 
laws. Nor will there be any 24 hours during 
the continuance of this war, but that the country 
can have peace if the rebels will cease to fight, men- 
ace and disturb, and return to their allegiancje. 
The loyal people will have no peace which s 
produced by shaking hands with rebels in arms 
over the bodies of our b<ave defenders who have 
fallen in the service, but upon honorable terms 
it would be hailed with delight. 

Fellow Citizens, our fault finding opponents 
are discontented with the administration of 
public affairs, and urge that there are errors 
and blunders which szall for change. I ask 
what human wisdom could wholly avoid mis- 
takes in a period of such vast and unequaled 
responsibility as that placed upon our honored 
President? It isa marvel that there have not 
been more and greater, for no man in modern 


times in this or any other country has had such - 


mighty interests to guide and protect. But 
errors and discontent do not change principles, 
and the issue before the nation is one of princi- 
ple alone. 

The questions before us, and in issue, are, 
shall a privileged class, an aristocracy, rule in 
the affairs of the country, to the overthrow of 
the Government or disunion of the States? 
Shall the Government be maintained in all its 
integrity ? Shall the war be prosecuted to an 
honorable close? Shall peace, when it comes, be 
such a peace that the war shall not have been in 
vain—or shall we defer to rebels in arms against 
the Constitution and the laws—and thus prove 
that the great experiment of self government 
and popular liberty is a delusion and a failure, 
and thus become, as we should, the mockery of 
the world for adhering so long to its supposed 
advantages. These are questions now before 
the public, and no person or party can evade 
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their discussion without hazarding the popular 
regard. The confidence of the people will only 
be maintained by the party which shall answer 
them explicitly, and by the person who shall 
speak to them with manly frankness nnd honest 
purpose. The great and patriotic heart of the 
people is deeply earnest and faithful, and I have 
no doubt it will sustain the party which has 
thus far sustained the Government in its strug- 
gle for national life, through evil report, and in 
its dark and trying hour, and continue to them 
the conduct of affairs until the coming of peace 
with the maintenance of the Union. 


And now, fellow citizens, again thanking you 
for this cordial welcome, and for the honor of 
this visit, I wish you good night. 

The Colonel’s speech was repeatedly interrupt- 
ed by outbursts of cheers from the assembly, and 
after three cheers for the Colonel, three for the 
ticket, three each for Grant, SHERMAN and Far- 
rAgu, three for Lincoun & Jonnson, and three 
times three for the Union, the crowd dispersed. 
The occasion was enlivened by a fine pyrotech- 
nic display, and the roaring of the Union gun. 
The occasion was one long to be remembered as 
an outburst of popular feeling rarely equaled, 
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A PLAIN 


ied 


STATEMENT OF FACTS; 


VERIFIED BY THE 


OBSERVATION AND REFLECTION’ » 


oF 


THE MASS IN EVERY COMMUNITY. : 


Question. Why was George B. McClellan 
nominated at Chicago? What interest could 
probably be subserved by his election? 

. omens by facts either known to or verified 
y all, 

Facr 1. The Chicago convention, which 
nominated George B. McClellan as its candidate 
for the Presidency, was not in favor of a vigor- 
ous prosecution of the war for the suppression 
of the rebellion. : 

Facr 2, That convention, by its speeches and 
action, took decided grounds against putting 
down the rebellion by force, upon any condition 
or under any circumstances. 

Facr 3. That convention appeared to be con- 
trolled by those in sympathy with the rebellion, 
such as Vallandigham, Cox, Long, Pendleton, 
Mahoney, and persons of like character. 

Fact 4. Disloyal sentiments, uttered by dis- 
loyal men in that convention, were applauded ; 
treasonable threats against the government were 
cheered; and Vallandigham, distinguished only 
for his bold and. persistent disloyalty, was Jion- 
ized by it. 

Fact 5, No known loyal man, distinguished 
for his loyalty to the Union, and his efforts to 
aid in suppressing the rebellion, was recognized 
by that convention as entitled to any commen- 
dation; but, on the contrary, so far as such men 
were noticed, they were denounced by it. 

Facr 6. If the rebel papers at Richmond and 
elsewhere speak the truth, the convention at 
Chicago was assembled in the interest of the 
rebel cause, and the election of the candidates 
there nominated will insure the success of the 
rebellion, and the re-election of Abraham Lin- 
coln would be most disastrous to the rebel cause. 

Facr 7. So far as the views and feelings of 
those south, in the interest of the rebellion, can 
be ascertained, they are anxious that the candi- 
dates nominated at Chicago shall be elected, as 
best subserving the interest of the rebellion. 

Facr 8. Those at the North who have most 
persistently lent themselves to the interests of 
the rebellion, are nearly unanimously in favor of 
the Chicago nominations. Some, like the Cin- 


cinnati Inquirer, on the ground that McClellan, 
although not so much of a peace man as he 
could desire, has placed the conditions of war to 
suppress the rebellion upon grounds that could 
not occur during his administration. Others, 
like the Richmond Enquirer, that he, McClellan, 
would be only a puppet in the hands of his po- 
litical managers, 

Facr 9. General McClellan was nominated by 
acclamation by the largest assemblage of dis- 
loyal men ever assembled in the Northern States, 
as worthy of being their standard bearer, and 
the representative of their views and sentiments 
toward the rebels in arms, and the cause they 
espouse 

Fact 10. He was nominated upon a platform 
entirely satisfactory to the most rampant rebels, 
and associated with a candidate for the Vice 
Presidency equally satisfactory. 

Facr 11. It is asserted, by men composing 
the convention, that the platform had been sub- 
mitted to and approved by McClellan prior to 
such nomination. 

Facr 12. McClellan has accepted the nomi- 
ration thus made without rebuking the dis- 
loyalty of the convention nominating him, with- 
out denouncing any part of the platform laid 
down by the convention, and without so modi- 
fying it as to make it objectionable to Vallan- 
digham, the Cincinnati IJnguirer, or the most 
ultra sympathizer with the rebellion. 

Facr 13. McClellan was not nominated at that 
convention for any qualities of statesmenship 
he professed, for it was there supposed by the 
president of the convention, Gov. Seymour, that 
he was no statesman, He was notnominated for 
his military success; that was no commendation 
in the views of that convention. 

Facr 14. He was nominated for two reasons. 
First—it. was supposed he would command a 
large vote among the soldiers. Second—his po- 
sition in respect to the rebellion was so indefin- 
ite and uncertain, it was thought he could 
obtain the votes of both the peace and war 
democracy ; and one of which parties he must 
inevitably disappoint, 
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Fact 15. His letter of acceptance has not en- 
lightened either party sufficiently to determine 
which is to be cheated. 

Fact 16. His nomination is satisfactory to the 
rebels at Richmond, and his success is earnestly 
prayed for by them. 

Fact 17, His nomination is satisfactory to 
the most notorious rebel sympathizers at the 
North, Vallandigham, Wood & Co. 

Fact 18. His nomination at Chicago was 
loudly cheered by the rebel soldiery about Rich- 
mond and Petersburg, when the news thereof 
reached them. 

Fact 19. His nomination at Chicago was ad- 
vised by a rebel letter writer as being the best 
thing to be done next to nominating Jefferson 
Davis. 

Facr 20. His nomination is highly satisfactory 
to those known as the dangerous class in our 
cities, such as figured conspicuously in the New 
York riots in July, 1863; he has their unanimous 
support. 

Facr 21. The rebel sympathizers, together 
with this dangerous class, clamored loudly for 
the placing of McClellan again at the head of 
the Army of the Potomac, until the failure of 
Lee at Gettysburg, in July, 1868, where Lee’s 
success was confidently predicted by them. But 
on the failure of Lee in that campaign, and on 
the suppression of the New York riots, that 
clamor ceased. 

Fact 22. During the preparation of Lee to 
invade Pennsylvania in the summer of 1863, 
and while the rebel sympathizers were predict- 
ing riots and bloodshed throughout the North, 
and while these organs at the North and at Rich- 
mond were fomenting such disturbances, Gen. 
McClellan and Gov. Seymour were, on several 
occasions, closeted together at Albany, under 
circumstances causing the inquiry, ‘‘ what can 
be the nature and character of their business 
together,” 


ed 


Fact 23, At this time meetings were held in 
our large cities in which the most inflammatory 
appeals were made to the worst passions of the 
worst men; midnight handbills were issued and 
circulated calling upon the people to rise and 
assert their rights, and strike for liberty. 

Facr 24, Whilst Lee was advancing through 
Maryland into Pennsylvania, and these rebel 
sympathizers were thus actlvely engaged at the 
North, Gov. Seymour and Gen. McClellan took 
their position in New Jersey, between New York 
and Washington, from which place Gov. Sey- 
mour was recalled to address his friends engaged 
in their bloody riots in New York. 

Fact 25, When the Governor arrived at New 
York he was met by these friends, at the City 
Hall, where he addressed them, and was loudly 
applauded by them. 

Facr 26. These friends of the Governor, 
while engaged in robbery and arson ; in murder- 
ing innocent men, women and children; burn- 
ing the asylum of the orphans; tearing down 
the natioual flag, and engaging in general law- 
lessness, repeatedly cheered for Jeff. Davis, 
George B. McClellan, the New York News, and 
other notables in the interest of the rebellion. 
At the same time denouncing and seeking the 
destruction of those who were known to be in 
the interests of the Union. 

Questiox. What had these men then seen in 
the character of Jefferson Davis, Geo. B. McClel- 
lan and Horatio Seymour, that caused them to 
rank them as their especial friends while they 
were denouncing the Union and committing 
these excesses ? 

Would a true patriot, in such times as these, 
permit his character, conduct and purposes to 
remain so equivocal on questions of such vital 
importance to the safety and perpetuity of our 
national existence, as to be thus misunderstood 
by this classat home, and by rebels and enemies 
abroad ? 
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THE PLATFORMS. 


Reap anp ConrRrast.—Note the demand made 
in the Union platform that the Union must be 
restored, the Constitution maintained, the Laws 
enforced, and the Ballot-box respected. And 
observe how, in the hour of Victory, when an 
unconditional surrender to these just demands is 
undoubted, if we but remain firm, the Democratic 
platform demands that we ground our arms and 
beg of Rebels to return to the Union and grant 
us peace, 

The following declaration of principles was 


.adopted by the great National Union Convention 


which nominated ABRAHAM Lixcotn for Presi- 
dent, and ANDREW Jounson for Vice President, 
at Baltimore, on the 7th of June last: 


Resolved, That it is the highest duty of every Ameri- 
can citizen to maintain against all their enemies the 
integrity of the Union, and the paramount authority 
of the Constitution and Laws of the United States ; 
and that, laying aside all differences of political opin- 
ions, we pledge ourselves as Union men, animated by 
a common sentiment, and aiming at a common object, 
to do everything in onr power to aid the Government 
in quelling by force of arms the rebellion now raging 
against its authority, and in bringing to the punish- 
ment due to their crimes the rebels and traitors array- 
ed against it. 

Resolved, That we approve the determination of the 
Government of the United States not to compromise 
with rebéls, nor to offer any terms of peace except 
such as may be based upon an ‘unconditional surren- 
der” of their hostility and a return to their just alle- 
giance to the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, and that we call upon the Government to 
maintain this position and to prosecute the war with 
the utmost possible vigor to the complete suppression 
of the rebellion, in full reliance upon the self-sacrifice, 
the patriotism, the heroic valor, and the undying devo- 
tion of the American people to their country and its 
free institutions. 

Resolved, That as slavery was the cause, and now 
constitutes the strength of this rebellion, and as it 
must be always_and everywhere hostile to the prin- 
ciples of republican government, justice and the na- 
tional safety demand its utter and complete extirpa- 
tion from the soil of the republic, and that we uphold 
and maintain the acts and proclamations by which the 
Government, in its own defense, has aimed a death- 
blow at this gigantic evil. We are in favor, further- 
more, of such an amendment to the Constitution, to 
be made by the people in conformity with its provi- 
sions, as shall terminate and forever prohibit the 
existence of slavery within the limits of the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the American people 


are due to the soldiers and sailors of the army and 
navy, who have periled their lives in defense of their 
country, and in vindication of the honor of the flag; 
that the nation owes to them some permanent recogni- 
tion of their patriotism and valor, and ample and per- 
manent provision for those of their survivors who 
have received disabling and honorable wounds in the 
service of the country; and that the memories of 
those who have fallen in its defense shall be held in 
grateful and everlasting rememberance 

Resolved, That we approve and applaud the practical 
wisdom, the unselfish patriotism, and. unswerving 
fidelity to the Constitution and the principles of Ame- 
rican liberty, with which Abraham Lincoln has dis- 
charged, under circumstances of unparalleled difli- 
culty, the great duties and responsibilities of the Pre- 
sidential office; that we approve and indorse, as 
demanded by the emergency and essential to the pre- 
servation of the nation, and as within the Constitu- 
tion, the measures and acts which he has adopted to 
defend the nation against its open and secret foes; 
that we approve especially the Proclamation of Eman- 
cipation, and the employment as Union soldiers of 
men heretofore held in slavery; and that we have full 
confidence in his determination to carry these and all 
other constitutional measures essential to the salva- 
tion of the country into full and complete effect. 

Resolved, That we deem it essential to the general 
welfare that harmony should prevail in the national 
councils, and we regard as worthy of public confidence 
and official trust those only who cordially indorse the 
principles proclaimed in these resolutions, and which 
should characterize the administration of the Govern- 
ment. 

Resolved, That the Government owes to all men 
employed in its armies, without regard to distinction 
of color, the full protection of the laws of war, and 
that any violation of these laws or of the usages of 
civilized nations in the time of war by the rebels now 
in arms, should be made the subject of fulland prompt 
redress. 

Resolved, That the foreign immigration, which in 
the past has added so much to the wealth and develop- 
ment of resources and increase of power to this nation, 
the asylum of the oppressed of all nations, should be 
fostered and encouraged by a liberal and just policy 

Resolved, That we are in favor of the speedy con- 
struction of the Railroed to the Pacific. 

Resolved, That the national faith, pledged for the 
redemption of the public debt, must be kept inviolate ; 
and that for this purpose we recommend economy and 
rigid responsibility in the public expenditures, and a 
vigorous and just system of taxation; that it is the 
duty of every loyal State to sustain the credit and pro- 
mote the use of the national currency. 

Resolved, That we approve the position taken by the 
Government that the people of the United States never 
regarded with indifference the attempt of any European 
power to overthrow by force or to supplant by fraud, 
the institutions of any republican government on the 
western continent, and that they view with extreme 
jealousy, as menacing to the peace and independence 
of this our country, the efforts of any such power to 
obtain new footholds for monarchial governments, 
sustained by a foreign military force, in near prox- 
imity to the United States. 
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The Dei eratte “National Convention which 
gathered at Chicago on the 29th of August, and 
presented the names of Grorgr B. MoCLELLaN 
for President, and Groraz H. Prnpieton for 
Vice-President, agreed on and adopted the fol- 
lowing : 


PLATFORM. 


Resolved; That in the future, as in the past, we will 

dhere with unswerving fidelity to the Union under 
he Constitution as, the only solid foundation of our 
strength, security and happiness as a people, and as a 
framework of goyernment equally conducive to the 
welfare and prosperity of allthe States, both Northern 
and Southern. 

Resolved, That. this Convention does explicitly de- 
clare, as the sense of the American people, that, after 
four years.of failure to restore the Union by the ex- 
periment of war, during which, under the pretense of 
a military necessity or war power higher than the 
Constitution, the Constitution itself has been disre- 
garded in every part, and public liberty and private 
right alike trodden down, and the material ‘prosperity 
of the country essentially impaired, justice, humanity, 
liberty, and the public welfare demand that immediate 
efforts be made for a cessation of hostilities, with a 
view to an ultimate Convention of all the States, or 
other peaceable means, to the end that at the earliest 
practicable moment peace may be restored on the basis 
of the Federal Union of. the States. 

Resolved, That the direct interference of the military 
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authority of the United States.in the rece’ 


ath elections 
held in Kentucky, Maryland. issouri-a: elaware, 
was a shameful violation of the Constitution the 
repetition of such acts in the appr achiideele tion 
will be held as revolutionary, and resistéd with all‘the 
means and power under our control, ees 
Resolved, That the aim and object of the Democratic 
party is to preserve the Federal Union and the rights 
of the States unimpaired; and they hereby. declare 
that they consider the Administrative usurpation of 
extraordinary and dangerous powers not granted by 
the Constitution, the subversion of the civil by mili- 


tary law in States not in insurrection, the arbitrary _ 


military arrests, inprisonment, trial and sentence of 
American citizens in States where'civil law exists in. 
full force, the suppression of freedom of speech and 
of the press, the denial of the right of asyluin, tle 
open and avowed disregard of State rights, the oft: 
p aetont of unusual test-oaths, and the interference 
with and denial of the right of the people to bear 
arms, as calctilated to prevent a restoration of the 
Union and the perpetuation of a Government deriving 
its just power from the consent of the governed. 

Resolved, That the shameful disregard of the Ad- 
ministration to its duty in respect to our fellow citi- 
zens who now aud long have béen prisoners of war in 
a suffering condition, deserves the severest reproba- 
tion, on the score alike of public interest and common 
humanity. 

Resolved, That the sympathy of the Democratic 
party is heartily and earnestly extended to the sol. 
diery of our army, who are and have been in the field 
under the flag of our country; and, in the event of 
our obtaining power. they will receive all the care and 
protection, regard and kindness, that the brave sol- 
diers of the Republic have so nobly earned. 
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